
RISE Support Services 

Our goal is to empower students who were adopted-out/aged-out of foster care, by 

providing personal assistance, and connecting students with the following support 

services: 

• Assistance with obtaining Texas DFPS state college tuition waiver 

• Assistance with adopted/foster waiver submission to Office of Student 

Financial Aid 

• Assistance with applying for the Education and Training Voucher (ETV) 

• Referrals to community and government resources 

• Advocacy, support, and guidance navigating university procedures and policies 

• Academic and student affairs resources (tutoring, counseling, accessibility 

services, career services, etc.) 

• Student Housing & Residential Life 

• Hawk Pantry (food, school supplies/backpacks, household and hygiene items) 

• Gowns for Grads (graduation gown lending program) 

• Hurricane Evacuation Transportation 

• Hawk Emergency Fund Grant 

For services and support, please contact the Student Assistance Center, SSCB 

1.102, sac@uhcl.edu, 281-283-2722. 

Kristi Randolph Simon, Foster Care Liaison Officer 

RISE Support Fund 

The Student Assistance Center, through the RISE Support Fund, provides additional 

support to students who have aged out of the foster care system. The RISE Support 

Fund is an effort to help UHCL students remove any barriers that may prohibit them 

from focusing on their academic and career endeavors. RISE support funds can be 

used to defray the cost of textbooks, fees not covered by tuition exemption, school 

supplies, medical care, food, transportation needs, personal care, living expenses, etc. 

Students may apply for RISE support funds by completing the RISE support fund 

application, below.  For questions or assistance with completing the application, 

please contact the  Student Assistance Center, SSCB 1.102, sac@uhcl.edu, 281-283-

2722. 

Criteria for eligibility  

o Enrolled student 

https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Education/state_college_tuition_waiver.asp
https://uhcl.edu/costs-aid/payment/waivers-exemptions
https://uhcl.edu/costs-aid/payment/waivers-exemptions
https://discoverbcfs.net/texasetv/
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/txyouth/default.asp
https://uhcl.edu/academics/resources/
https://uhcl.edu/student-affairs/
https://uhcl.edu/student-affairs/campus-community/housing/
https://uhcl.edu/dean-of-students/emergency-assistance/uhcl-food-pantry
https://uhcl.edu/dean-of-students/emergency-assistance/hurricane-evacuation
https://uhcl.edu/dean-of-students/emergency-assistance/hawk-emergency-fund-grant
mailto:sac@uhcl.edu?subject=Foster%20Care%20Support%20Services%20Inquiry
mailto:randolphk@uhcl.edu?subject=Foster%20Care%20Support%20Services%20Inquiry
mailto:sac@uhcl.edu?subject=Foster%20Care%20Support%20Services%20Inquiry


o Student receiving the TDFPS tuition exemption, or student confirmed by state 

or local government as currently/previously in foster care, or similar 

documented circumstance 

o Documentation verifying the cost of expenditure 

o Student in good standing with the university, or with an academic/career 

success plan on file 

RISE Support Fund Application 

Additional  Support Services 

• Preparation for Adult Living (PAL) Program 

• Transitional Living Services  and HAY Center (employment, education, 

housing, etc.) 

• Healthcare information for former foster youth 

• Texas Benefits (SNAP, TANF and Support Services) 

• Personal Documents (birth certificate, social security card, personal 

identification, driver’s license, immunization record, case records, etc.) 

• United Way - 211 (transportation, healthcare, rental assistance) 

• Texas Youth Connection (safety, finance, legal, etc.) 

• Texas Youth Helpline (free): Call 800-989-6884, Text 512-872-5777 or Chat 

Financial Resources 

• Education and Training Voucher Program 

• State College Tuition Waiver 

• DFPS College Scholarships 

• Casey Family Services Alumni Scholarship 

• From Foster Care to College Scholarships 
 

https://uhcl.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/preview/SV_88jgLEjGlBPFubX?Q_SurveyVersionID=current&Q_CHL=preview
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Preparation_For_Adult_Living/default.asp
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/default.asp
http://www.haycenter.org/
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Medical_Services/default.asp
https://www.yourtexasbenefits.com/Learn/Home
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/personal_documents.asp
http://211.org/services/essential-needs
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/txyouth/
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Youth_Helpline/default.asp
tel:18009896884
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Youth_Helpline/default.asp
https://discoverbcfs.net/texasetv
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Education/state_college_tuition_waiver.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Education/other_resources.asp
https://www.fc2success.org/programs/scholarships-and-grants/
https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/foster-care-to-college/

