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YEAR IN REVIEW

Dear Valued Stakeholders,

CASA of Galveston County's vision is to serve every child that needs the voice of a Court Appointed Special
Advocate volunteer and while our motto is “Every Child Has a Chance - It's YOU," it's the “YOU" in our motto that
stands out, as it is YOU, who supports and invests in our critical mission. These investments are realized in a variety
of ways, and we strive for diversity in every area of our organization to ensure we are meeting the needs of the
children who rely on the consistent presence of their CASA to be there no matter what.

In FY 2023, we continued our annual Walk a Mile In My Shoes event that brought the story of sibling group Max and
Cara alive - sharing segments of their story along the walk with each segment highlighting how their CASA
advocated for their rights in court. Walkers enjoyed the human aspect of what it means to a child to have a CASA. In
the Spring of 2023, we hosted our Candlelight Vigil to focus on the prevalence of children in our community who are
victims of alleged abuse and neglect and find themselves experiencing foster care. This solemn evening brought our
community together and we heard from the Honorable Judge Anne B. Darring, Torrina Harris, Chad Smith and music
presented by Fanfare! Lutheran Music Academy. We launched our t-shirt program, “Empower, Advocate, Inspire” to
raise awareness along with our #CASACupsofCaring initiative - partnering with local coffee shops on Galveston
Island to display our special coffee sleeves during the month. Thanks to our partners MOD Coffeehouse, Seawall
Coffee, and Sugar Bean Coffee and Cream for their investment in our mission in this very special way.

We ended our year in late July 2023 with an unforgettable evening at the Grand Galvez for our dinner fundraiser that
featured keynote speaker, Mr. Jim Mcingvale and honorees Mr. and Mrs. Wally Scoggins, and Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Mitcham. It was an evening of inspiration that brought our core value of “Hope” alive. This event raised over
$155,000 towards realizing our vision of a CASA for every child that needs one.

We partnered with many community resources to support our families, including the Galveston County Food Bank,
Gulf Coast Center, our Chambers of Commerce, The Riverside Project, The Birthday Joy Program, and many more.
These partnerships allow our volunteers to have access to resources to support their advocacy for children and
families. It takes a community to come together for our most vulnerable population - our children - and the
Galveston County community is rich with caring and giving hearts.

We are so incredibly grateful to all of YOU! We will continue our fight and fulfill our mission with your support and

investment. We hope you will visit every page of our impact report and see the difference that is made alongmde__l__.,__, -

YOU - our volunteers, friends, family, supporters, champions, and investors.

With most sincere gratitude,

Opnaie A Rik)

Chief Executive Officer
CASA of Galveston County




OUR STORY

OUR MISSION

The mission of CASA of
Galveston County is to provide
trained community volunteers,
appointed by the court, who
advocate for the best interest of
children in the foster care
system who have experienced
abuse and neglect in an effort
to secure safety and
permanency through family
reunification while increasing
child abuse awareness.

CASA‘S IMPACT

THE STORY OF A and his CASA

| kept asking myself, 'When is
something going to hit the fan?’ But
instead, what was supposed to
happen in an ideal CASA world kept
happening. If there is a heaven, |
believe it will be full of stories like
this one. - Geoff, CASA advocate

On paper, A's case was daunting -
he was his mom's fourth child who
was experiencing foster care due to
drug addiction. But this time was
different, both A’s parents were
committed to doing the work to get
A back - they completed their
services, remained drug free,
attended their visits and meetings
and communicated often with their
CASA, attorneys and caseworkers.

Their CASA played a key role in
supporting the relationship between
biological parents and foster
parents, resulting in successful
family reunification and continued
success for the parents after case
closure. In fact, the biological
parents and foster parents formed
such a strong bond that the foster
parents are now A’s godparents!
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ADVOGATES
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